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OUR BISHOP SPEAKS
BRIGHT FUTURE

Respected and dear brother-priests, religious and laity,

Abraham Lincoln never thought of himself as being important.
He trusted with childlike faith in the omnipotent God.

John McMaster, the historian, recounts that when he was a boy,
he attended a Lincoln reception at the White House. An old
man came along, halted and said to the President: “Mr Lincoln,
I am from way up in New York State, where we believe that God
almighty and Abraham Lincoln are going to save our country!”

Lincoln in that tense moment felt his own helplessness. Instead
of swelling with pride he meekly answered the old man, “My
friend, you are half right!”

Jesus has said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I am in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing” (Jn 15: 5).
St Paul states, “I can do all things through him who strengthens
me” (Phil 4: 13).

So throughout this year 2017 let us confess with the
Psalmist: “The Lord is my Shepherd , I shall not want. ... Even
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you
are with me; your rod and your staff- they comfort me” (Ps  23 : 1, 4).

Let us believe that God will keep us as a shepherd cares for
his flock of sheep (Jer 31: 10).
Let us believe that God will keep us as the apple of his eye
(Ps 17: 8).
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Let us believe that God will keep us from the hour of tempta-
tion and support you in the time of trail (1 Cor 10: 13).

Faith enables the believing soul to treat the future as
present and the invisible as seen.

- Oswald Sanders.

Doubt sees the obstacles -
Faith sees the way!

Doubt sees the darkest night -

Faith sees the day!

Doubt dreads to take a step -
Faith sours on high!

Doubt questions, “who believes?” -
Faith answers, “I.”
Wishing you all a BRIGHT FUTURE,

 Yours affectionately in Our Lord,

 + Most. Rev. F. Antonisamy.

PAPAL INTENTION FOR JANUVARY - 2017

CHRISTIAN UNITY
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord's
teaching by striving with prayer and fraternal
charity to restore ecclesial communion and
by collaborating to meet the challenges
facing humanity.
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Bishop’s Programme – January, 2017

01 Sun 07.00 a.m. New Year Mass: Carmel Ashram

03 Tue 10.00 a.m. Saleth Madha Shrine Development Committee
Meeting

06.00 p.m. Mass at Papanasam

04 Wed 11.00 a.m. Meeting the Project Secretary

06.00 p.m. Blessing of the New Chapel dedicated to St Antony
of Paduva, Kondasamuthiram, Sikkalnayakkanpet

05- 07 Kolkatta

08 Sun 10.30 a.m. Mass : Oath taking Ceremony : Vincent de Paul
Society : LFHS

05.30 p.m. Ordination to Priesthood, Society of Jesus:
Punalvasal Parish

09 Mon Visitors' Day (Diocesan and Religious Priests)

06.00 p.m. Flag Hoisting: Antoniyar Kovil, Kallakkudi Parish

10 Tue 10.00 a.m. Senate Meeting, Kmu : 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m

Meeting the Religious Sisters and Lay People :
03.00 p.m. to 06.00 p.m.

06.00 p.m. Prison Ministry, Kmu

11 Wed 04.30 p.m. Shrine Development Committee Meeting,
Elakurichy

12 Thu 10.00 a.m. Laying of the Foundation Stone for the New
Building, Sahaya Madha Hospital, Pullambadi by
Most Rev. Bishop Peter Remigius

13 Fri 04.00 p.m. Visitors from Fr. Peter Manickam's Parish, USA

14 Sat 09.00 a.m.  Visitors from Fr. Peter Manicakam's Parish, USA

06.00 p.m. Charismatic Convention, Bethsaida, Thanjavur

15 Sun 08.00 a.m. Holy Mass: Bishops' Appeal, Thirumanthurai

04.00 p.m. Blessing of the Chapel dedicated to St  Antony
the Hermit, Varagur, Manathidal Parish
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16-19 Half Yearly TNBC Meeting , Hosur, Dharmapuri
Diocese

20 Fri 10.00 a.m. Meeting the Project Secretary
11.00 a.m. Curia Meeting
06.00 p.m. House Visit, Kmu

21 Sat 06.00 p.m. Mass: Sembiyakudi, St Xavier ’s Church,
Kulamanickam Parish

22 Sun 02.30 p.m. Mass at Poondi : Meeting of the Anbiams

24 Tue 06.00 p.m. Blessing of the New Presbytery and Flag hoisting,

Ammanpettai

26 Thu 05.30 p.m. Holy Mass: Mannargudi

27 Fri 06.00 p.m. Holy Mass: Alangulam

28 Sat 11.00 a.m. Golden Jubilee of  Fr. A. Edwardsamy,
Kottapalayam.

06.00 p.m. Blessing of the Renovated Parish Church, Thennur

29.01.2017  to  12.02.2017 :  CBCI  Meeting, Nagpur

SENATE MEETING

This is to inform you that we have a Senate meeting on
Tuesday 10th January, 2017 at 10.00 a.m. in  the Bishop’s
House.

Fr. A. Roch Alexander,
Senate Secretary.
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WISH YOU A HAPPY BIRTHDAY
02.01.1957 Msgr. A. Amirthasamy Bishop's House
02.01.1963 Fr. M. A. Thanaraj Lalgudi
02.01.1978 Fr. I. C. Francis Rome
08.01.1956 Fr. L. Benjamin Pudukottai
09.01.1952 Fr. A. Samson Kulamanickam
10.01.1949 Fr. S. I. Arulsamy Bishop's House
10.01.1974 Fr. M. Philip Santiagu Bishop's House
10.01.1976 Fr. D. Thomas Sagayaraj Germany
10.01.1980 Fr. K. Amaidhi Arasu Bishop's House
11.01.1972 Fr. M. Lawrence Germany
13.01.1971 Fr. M. Selvaraj Thennur
14.01.1953 Fr. P. Thangasamy Vadugarpet
15.01.1970 Fr. S. Innocent Beschi Communication, Kmu
17.01.1974 Fr. P. Augustine Kovandakurichy
18.01.1976 Fr. A. Antony Ariyalur
20.01.1972 Fr. A. Maria Louis Bishop's House
23.01.1980 Fr. V. I. Adaikalasamy Chennai
24.01.1971 Fr. A. Devavaraprasadam Purathakudi
26.01.1938 Fr. A. Michaelsamy Nazarene Home, Padalur
27.01.1938 Fr. A. Ubagarasamy Mathapuram
30.01.1966 Fr. M. A. Soosaimanickam S.H. Seminary, Kmu

NECROLOGY

01.01.1978 Rev. Fr. J. Adirupan Kumbakonam
02.01.1949 Rev. Fr. J.M. Roach Kumbakonam
02.01.1980 Rev. Fr. P. Madalai Kumbakonam
03.01.2008 Rev. Fr. James Joseph Raj Kumbakonam
10.01.1980 Rev. Fr. S. Issac Kumbakonam
20.01.1986 Rev. Fr. P.M. Royaloo Kumbakonam
21.01.1983 Rev. Fr. G. Soosai Vadugarpet
22.01.1961 Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy Kumbakonam
25.01.1975 Rev. Fr. S. Kulandai Alambakkam
26.01.1983 Rev. Fr. A. Antonisamy Konnaikudi
31.01.1945 Rev. Fr. A. Maria Joseph Kumbakonam
26.12.1984 Rev. A. Francis Rexis Kovandakurichy
30.12.1942 Rev. S. Singarayar Kumbakonam
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FROM THE PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

Dear Rev. Father,

Our thanks to Rev. Fr. J. Antony Joseph, P.P, V.F.,
Michaelpatty  Parish for having contributed a sum of     40,835.
Bishop’s Annual Appeal :

Amount in the Bank Account 2,93,465.00
Michaelpatty Parish 40,835.00
Total 3,34,300.00

Fraternally yours,
Fr. M. Philip Santiagu.

From the desk of the Chancellor

Dear Fathers,

Greetings from Fr. K. Amaidhi Arasu.

I remind all the parish priests of sending me the annual
statistical form at the earliest.

If you delay or fail to forward the filled in form in time I will be
put into lot of difficulty to consolidate all the statistical reports.

Hence please be kind enough to send duly filled in forms that
I may do the total entry without any further delay. Kindly do
oblige.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. A. Amaidhi Arasu,

Chancellor.
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THE SALIENT POINTS OF THE SENATE HELD ON 17.12.2016
IN THE BISHOP’S HOUSE AT 10.30 a.m.

1 A discussion on the preparation for the Diocesan Pastoral Synod was held.
The Guidelines for the Pastoral Synod have been prepared by Fr. P. Henry Pushparaj
and the copies will be sent to the senate members soon. To fix the goals for the
Synod, to find out the exact topics to be dealt with in the Synod and choose the
methodology, a meeting will be held for the Synod Core group  (Fr. P. Henry Pushparaj,
Fr. S. I. Arulsamy, Fr. A. Roch Alexander and Fr. T. Xavier), Synod Animation Group
(Vicar  General, Fr. Procurator, Fr. Education Secretary and the Bishop's
Secretary), Six Vicars Forane, Ten Diocesan Commission Secretaries, Senate
Secretary and the Rector of the minor seminary, Two lay people from each viacriate,
Office bearers of the Diocesan Pastoral Council, and the Office bearers of the Dioc-
esan C.R.I.  The meeting will be animated by three Bishops and two eminent re-
source persons. The meeting will be held on 20th, 21st, 22nd March 2017 at the
Retreat Cum Worship Centre, Poondi.

2 The Diocesan General Body Meeting will be held on 25th, 26th April 2017 at The
Retreat Cum Worship Centre, Poondi.  A  committee consisting of the Vicar General,
Fr. T. Devadoss, Fr. M. Philip Santiagu, Fr. G. Cosmon and Fr. A. Roch Alexander
will prepare the guidelines for discussion to be held in the General Body Meeting.
These guidelines will be discussed at every vicariate. The points arising from every
vicariate will be consolidated and will be discussed in the General Body Meeting.
There will be a moderator for all the sessions during the General Body Meeting.

3 Our Bishop has spoken to Fr. A. Eugene Tony about  the news published in the News
Letter of the Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore and Whatsapp regarding his
preaching.  Our Bishop has given him the needed instructions related to his
charismatic ministry.  Fr. A. Eugene Tony has accepted the guidelines given by our
Bishop.  A letter of explanation given by Fr. A. Eugene Tony has been sent to the
Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore.

4 There will be a meeting of all the Provincials and Superiors of the religious
Congregations working in our Diocese.

5 There will be a meeting for all the Parochial Administrators and the priests ordained
in the last 5 years to help them do their parish ministry efficiently and meaningfully.

6 The JMJ Sisters will start a Hospital at Valady and will also takeup the Holy Cross
Hospital at Perambalur and the ministry of taking care of the physically challenged
people.

7 The diocese has decided to start a Primary English Medium School at Thirumandurai.
 Fr. A. Roch Alexander,

Senate  Secretary.
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BISHOP’S FUND FOR EDUCATION
MONTH OF DECEMBER – 2015

 S. No.                 Particulars                         Parishes                             Amount
1. LFHS School Kumbakonam 4000
2. Parish Priest Sembodai 2000
3. Parishioners Sembodai 1000
4. Holy Cross Sisters Sembodai 1000
5. Parish Priest Kallakudi 2000
6. Parish Priest Vandalai 1000
7. Presentation Sisters Mathur 1000
8. Hellan Keller X-Road 2700

TOTAL 14700.00

BALANCE SHEET
 S. No. Particulars Payments Receipts

 1 Balance on 30.11.2016 2,16,550.00
2 Month of  December - 2016 14,700.00

Total 2,31,250.00

  E.&.O.E. Rev. Fr. M. Philip Santiagu,
Procurator.
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