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BISHOP SPEAKS
OLD AND NEW

Old is gold. It is true. But if we want we can enter into world
of diamond.
Here is a true story that can motivate us and help us to live differently
and create a world where the migrant, refugees and the men and
women who are in search of peace experience a new heaven and
a new earth (Rev: 21:1).
In remote, inaccessible parts of Odisha, it is not uncommon to
see patients being carried to hospitals on cots for miles. Every
now and then, this image is used to draw attention to the poor
condition of healthcare in the state. But recently, this picture was
reversed, when a doctor trekked 12 km to attend to a pregnant
tribal woman in a far-flung village. The woman's condition was
grim, and the doctor, Omkar Hota, realized she needed to be taken
to hospital. There was only one way of doing so - by ferrying the
patient on a cot. Through the trek back, Dr Hota lent his shoulder
to the makeshift stretcher. The woman made it to the hospital in
time, and both she and her newborn survived.
For many, Dr. Hota's journey with the patient is proof of how an
individual can make a difference when the system fails. Dr Hota,
33, works at the Populur public health centre in the Chitrakonda
block of Malkangiri district on the southern tip of Odisha. He has
been posted here for the last seven months. Though this health
centre has existed for 15 years, 24 hours is the longest any doctor
has spent here. Most refuse to work here. Located on a hilly terrain,
90 kms from the district headquarters, the area has little
communication or power facilities. And then, it is infested with
mosquitoes and Naxals. "When I came here, I found that very few
patients would come to the hospital," Dr. Hota says. When they
fell ill, the locals, who belong to the Konda Reddy and Bonda tribes,
turned to traditional medicine.
Soon after he joined, he started visiting the villages, interacting
with people, treating them and convincing them to come to the
hospital if they fell ill.
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This is not the first time Dr. Hota has trekked the mountain roads
carrying a patient to the health centre. He has done it several times
in the past. "This incident (which a local resident recorded on his
mobile phone) has gone viral and drawn a lot of attention," he says.
"It is a 24-hours job for me," says Dr. Hota. Every evening, after
winding up his day in the hospital, he goes to the villages carrying
medicines for common ailments. He treats the patients, distributes
the medicines and tries to create awareness about maintaining,
hygiene and the use of mosquito nets to prevent malaria. The
villagers look upon Dr. Hota as their messiah.
"The initial distrust is gone. People now welcome me into their
villages as one of their own," he says. Even the Naxals, whom he
has encountered on a few occasions in the night on the way back
from his village visits, request him to carry on with the good work.
Today, on an average, 45 patients visit the health centre every day
as opposed to the 10 odd who would make the effort before
Dr. Hota took over. Cases of malaria too are down to seven a month
from around 90 about six months back.
After doing his MBBS in a private medical college in Bhubaneswar,
Dr. Hota opted to join government service.
After his last transfer from a hospital in Bolangir, he asked to be
posted in a tribal area where no doctor was willing to go. It's a
decision he had made as a Class 10 student while visiting a hospital
in Bolangir with his mother: "There, I found the doctors fleecing the
poor," he says. "My mother made me pledge that I would become a
doctor and would serve the poor." In the absence of official quarters,
Dr. Hota, who is a bachelor, lives in one of the rooms at the hospital.
His efforts have not gone unnoticed. Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik has felicitated him and the district administration has
conferred on him the best medical service award. "Such recognition
motivates you, but I know mine is a profession of sacrifice," he
says. He hopes to specialize in cardiology, and "then return to a
tribal area and serve the poor." (This write - up has been taken
from Fr. Agnel's Call, December 2017,pp 11- 13).
Let each of us say: "My life this year is going to be a profession
of sacrifice."
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In sacrifice
S stands for Selectivity
A stands for Action
C stands for Cleverness
R stands for Resolution
I stands for Introspection
F stands for Fortitude
I stands for Innocence
C stands for Charity
E stands for Equality

Let our sacrificial eyes look for those who often encounter
fences and walls which try to keep them away from the kingdom of
God i.e., from the world of righteousness, peace and joy (Rom
14:17).

Pope Francis in his message for the World Day of
Peace 2018 states that peace which the angel proclaimed to
the shepherds on Christmas night, is a profound aspiration
for everyone, for each individual and all peoples and
especially for those who most keenly suffer its absence.
Let our life become a burning candle that lights up the lives of our
brothers and sisters who walk in the darkness of spiritual emptiness,
material poverty, sickness, hatred, violence, terrorism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia, human trafficking, communal
disruptions, natural calamities and wars with hope.
Our life is very short and unpredictable. Let us not waste our time
and love. Walking in the footsteps of Jesus and Dr. Omkar Hota let
us select the right places and persons and make our life more
meaningful and this world more beautiful.
Wishing you a fruitful New Year 2018,

Yours sincerely in our Lord,
+ F. Antonisamy.
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Bishop’s Programme – January, 2018

01 Mon 07.00 a.m. Mass at Carmel Ashram
04.00 p.m. Bishop of Rodez visits the Diocese

02 Tue 06.00 a.m. Bishop of Rodez visits the Diocese
06.00 p.m. Mass at Papanasam

03 Wed 11.00 a.m. Blessing of the Bharatha Madha Primary School
New Building, Naduvalur

06.00 p.m. Blessing of the Shops at Lalgudi
04 Thu Mass at Thirupattur
05 Fri 10.00 a.m. Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of  Fr. A. Savarimuthu:

Sakkottai
03.00 p.m. Preview : Poondi Shrine

06 Sat 09.30 a.m. Meeting the Chalice Staff
11.00 a.m. Meeting the PSSS Staff
05.30 p.m. Meeting the KMSSS Staff

07 Sun 10.00 a.m. Mass at Cathedral, Kmu
05.30 p.m. Meeting Arranged by the Commission for Dialogue, Kmu

08 Mon Visitors' Day (Diocesan Priests & Religious Priests)
Curia Meeting: At 06.00 p.m. : Fr. Minister
and at 07.00 p.m. : Fr. Project Secretary

09 Tue Visitors' Day (Religious Sisters & Lay People)
Curia Meeting: At 06.00 p.m. : Fr. Procurator
and at 07.00 p.m.  : Fr. Secretary

10 Wed 11.00 a. m. Evangelization Camp at Padalur
05.30 p.m. Saleth Madha Development Committee Meeting:

Kandiyankuppam
11 Thu Visit to Mullipadi Parish
12 Fri 09.30 a.m. Finance Review Meeting, Kmu

EVENING: NOT FREE
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13 Sat 10.00 a.m. Meeting of the Two Education Trustees
Pastoral Visit: Thirumanthurai

14 Sun Pastoral Visit: Thirumanthurai
15 Mon Visitors' Day (Diocesan Priests & Religious Priests)

06.30 p.m. Curia Meeting: Fr. V. G and Fr. Procurator
16 Tue Visitors' Day (Religious Sisters & Lay People)

07.00 p.m. Curia Meeting: Fr. P. Singarayar
17 Wed Visit to Kovilur Parish, Vellore District
18 Thu NOT FREE
19 Fri 08.00 a.m. Mass at Cathedral, Kmu

11.00 a.m. Development Committee Meeting and Blessing of
the Overhead Water Tank, Compound Wall and
Sanitary Building, Elakurichy

04.30 p.m. Mass at Myladuthurai
20 Sat MORNING: NOT FREE

Curia Meeting: 06.30 p.m. : For all the members
21 Sun 11.00 a.m. Feast Mass: St. Anne's Provincialate , Kmu

06.00 p.m. Blessing of the New Rectory and Foundation Stone
of the Grotto, Valangaiman

22 Mon 06.00 a.m. Mass at Thiruthuraipoondi
09.00 a.m. Mass at Thiruvaiyaru
05.00 p.m. Mass at Vailankanni

23to26 TNBC Half -Yearly Meeting: Chenglepet
27 Sat MORNING: FREE

06.30 p.m. Mass: Manojpatty, Thanjavur
28 Sun MORNING: NOT FREE

03.15 p.m. Mass at Vailankanni
29 Mon 09.00 a.m. Mass at Thiruthuraipoondi

06.00 p.m. Blessing of the Chapel dedicated to    St. Antony
of Paduva, Thandangorai, Periyaverseeli Parish

Jan. 30th to Feb. 10th CBCI Meeting in Bangalore
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WISH YOU A HAPPY BIRTHDAY
02.01.1957 Msgr. A. Amirthasamy Bishop's House
02.01.1963 Fr. M. A. Thanaraj Lalgudi
02.01.1978 Fr. I. C. Francis Italy
08.01.1956 Fr. L. Benjamin Pudukottai
09.01.1952 Fr. A. Samson Kulamanickam
10.01.1949 Fr. S. I. Arulsamy Bishop's House
10.01.1974 Fr. M. Philip Santiagu Bishop's House
10.01.1976 Fr. D. Thomas Sagayaraj Germany
10.01.1980 Fr. K. Amaidhi Arasu Mysore
11.01.1972 Fr. M. Lawrence Germany
13.01.1971 Fr. M. Selvaraj Thennur
14.01.1953 Fr. P. Thangasamy Pullambadi
15.01.1970 Fr. S. Innocent Bishop's House
17.01.1974 Fr. P. Augustine Kovandakurichi
18.01.1976 Fr. A. Antony Ariyalur
20.01.1972 Fr. A. Maria Louis Vandalai
23.01.1980 Fr. V. I. Adaikalasamy Chennai
24.01.1971 Fr. A. Devavaraprasadam Annamangalam
26.01.1938 Fr. A. Michaelsamy Nazarene Home, Padalur
27.01.1938 Fr. A. Ubagarasamy Mathapuram
30.01.1966 Fr. M. A. Soosaimanickam S.H. Seminary,

Kumbakonam

NECROLOGY

01.01.1978 Rev. Fr. J. Adiroupan Kumbakonam
02.01.1949 Rev. Fr. J.M. Roach Kumbakonam
02.01.1980 Rev. Fr. P. Madalai Kumbakonam
03.01.2008 Rev. Fr. James Joseph Raj Kumbakonam
10.01.1980 Rev. Fr. S. Issac Kumbakonam
20.01.1986 Rev. Fr. P.M. Royaloo Kumbakonam
21.01.1983 Rev. Fr. G. Soosai Vadugarpet
22.01.1961 Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy Kumbakonam
25.01.1975 Rev. Fr. S. Kulandai Alambakkam
26.01.1983 Rev. Fr. A. Antonisamy Konnaikudi
31.01.1945 Rev. Fr. A. Maria Joseph Kumbakonam
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PAPAL INTENTION FOR JANUARY - 2018

Evangelization: Religious Minorities in Asia

That Christians, and other religious
minorities in Asian countries, may be able
to practise their faith in full freedom.

FROM THE DESK OF RECTOR
Rev. and dear Father,
Prayerful greetings from Fr. M. A. Susai Manickam, Sacred
Heart Minor Seminary, Kumbakonam.

As recommened by our Bishop I would like to meet the
students with the aspiration becoming priests who have
completed 10th, + 2 and above in all the Vicariate centers
during the month of January and February 2018.

After consulting respective Vicars Forane I will let you
know the place and date through e-mail or phone. Thank you
very much for your love and concern.
Wish you a very Happy New Year 2018,

Yours lovingly in Christ,
Fr. M. A. Susai Manickam,

Rector
Mobile: 9842573995, 9123514458

Rev. and dear Fathers,
Prayerful greetings from Fr. M. A. Susai Manickam, Secretary
to the Commission for Ecumenism.
Since our present Pope is consistently insisting on the
importance of the unity with other denominations, you are all
requested to have a brotherly meeting with the pastors and
people of other denomination in your respective parishes.
Fratenally yours,

Fr. M. A. Susai Manickam,
Secretary to the Commission for Ecumenism



9

SALIENT POINTS OF THE SENATE MEETING
The senate meeting was held at the Bishop's house on
12.12.2017 at 10.30 a.m.

1. Priority to the poor children in our Institutions:

All the members of the Senate said that we must give priority
to the poor, especially to the poor catholic children in
admitting them in our institutions and in giving concession to
them.

2. About the forthcoming Synod:

 It has been decided that our Diocesan Synod would be held
on "ANPIAM."    A committee has been created to look into
the preparation for the Synod. It consists of Fr. P. Henry
Pushparaj, Fr. S. I. Arul Samy (Director of the Pastoral
centre), Fr. A. Roch Alexander (Senate Secretary) and
Fr. A. Cyril Richard Kirubakaran (Secretary for Anpiam).

3. General Body Meeting on Finance:

A core group has been constituted to facilitate the discussions
to be held at the Vicariate level. It consists of Fr. Amirtha Samy
(Vicar General), Fr. M. Philip Santhiyagu (Procurator),
Fr. A. Roch Alexander (Senate Secretary) and   Fr. A. Antony
Joseph. The core group will consolidate the points discussed
at the Vicariate level meetings.

4. The General Body Meeting will be held in the Retreat
Centre cum Worship Centre at Poondi on Monday 26th

February 2018. All the priests working in our diocese are expected

KUMBAKONAM  DIOCESE  NEWS  LETTER
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to participate in the General Body Meeting without fail. The
meeting will begin at 09.00 a.m. on Monday 26th February 2018
with an introductory talk by the Bishop of Salem.

5. A short seminar on the use of the New Tamil Missal will be
held on Sunday 25th Feb. 2018 evening in the Retreat Centre
cum Worship Centre at Poondi. The seminar will begin at
04.00 p.m. and end by 08.00 p.m. All the priests are expected
to attend this seminar.

6. Solidarity with the people of Kannyakumari affected
by “OCKHI”:

It was decided to donate one Sunday collection (12.12.2017)
to the "OCKHI" Cyclone affected - people in the District of
Kanyakumari.

7. About the scheduled program for the Pastoral Visit:

A programme for the Pastoral Visit has been already proposed
by the Bishop. If the Parish Priest and the people would like to
have a change in the programme they can speak to the Bishop
prior to the Visit.

 Fr. A. Roch Alexander,
Senate Secretary.
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BALANCE SHEET
  S. No. Particulars Payments Receipts

 1 Balance on 31.12.2017 3,34,668.00
2 Month of  December - 2017 32,950.00

Total 3,67,618.00

  E.&.O.E. Rev. Fr. M. Philip Santiagu,
Procurator.
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BISHOP’S FUND FOR EDUCATION
MONTH OF DECEMBER – 2018

 S. No.                 Particulars                         Parishes                             Amount

1. Parish Priest Ariyalur 3000
2. Parish Priest Kallakudi 3000
3. Parish Priest Andimadam 2000
4. Parish Priest Ammanpet 4000
5. Parish Priest Sembodai 5000
6. Parishioners Sembodai 1500
7. Parish Priest Vandalai 5000
8. Parishioners Vandalai 2600
9. Parishioners Pudukkupam 2100
10. Holy Cross, Convent Fathimapuram 1000
11. Parishioners Fathimapuram 3750

Total             32950
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