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“Jesus prayed in silence often and spoke
to his Father face to face”
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Bishop’s Programme – March, 2012

01 THU 6.00 PM Mass at Infant Jesus Shrine, Thanjavur
02 FRI Vicariate Level: Way of the Cross - Varadarajanpet
03-04 Pastoral Visit: Megalathur
05 MON Visitors’ Day ( Diocesan and Religious Priests)
06 TUE Visitors’ Day (Religious Sisters and Lay People)
07 WED Correspondence
08 THU St John’s Propaedeutic Seminary Board Meeting,

Cuddalore
09 FRI 6.30 PM Vicariate Level: Way of the Cross - Thondamandurai
11 SUN 9.30 AM Mass at Valangaiman
12 MON Visitors’ Day ( Diocesan and Religious Priests)

6.00 PM Visiting the houses in the Parish of Ammanpet
along with the Rev. Fathers in the Bishop’s House
Campus

13 TUE Visitors’ Day (Religious Sisters and Lay People)
14-15 Tamil Missal work Translation at  TNBCLC
16 FRI 10.30 AM PSSS General Body Meeting, Perambalur

6.30 PM Vicariate Level: Way of the Cross - Purathakudi
18 SUN 11.15AM Mass for the Evangelizers at Poondi

6.30 PM Blessing of the renovated Church of St Thomas,
Irungalur

19 MON 7.00 AM School, Convent Feast, St Joseph Girls’ Higher
Secondary School and St Joseph’s Convent, Kmu
Visitors’ Day ( Diocesan and Religious Priests)

6.30 PM Silver Jubilee of Rev. Fr. R. Peter Arockiadoss at
Vadugarpalayam

20 TUE Visitors’ Day (Religious Sisters and Lay People)
21 WED 10.00 AM Annual diocesan Budget and Finance Meeting, Kmu
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23 FRI 11.30AM Way of the Cross at Elakurichi

06.30PM Vicariate Level: Way of the Cross - Kokuddy
24 SAT 11.30 AM Annunciation Feast Mass at X-Road
24-25 Pastoral Visit: Tollgate
25 SUN 9.00 PM Mass at Thennur: Charismatic Conventions
26-27 Tamil Missal Translation at TNBCLC, Tindivanam
28 WED Correspondence
30 FRI 10.00AM Poondi Matha Trust Meeting

4.00 PM Vicariate Level: Way of the Cross - Poondi
31 SAT 11.00 AM Little Flower Hostel Day, Annamangalam

WISH YOU A HAPPY BIRTHDAY
07.03.1977 Fr. Felix Samuel Family Commission, Kmu
08.03.1932 Fr. Francis M. Sebastian Coimbatore
10.03.1972 Fr. P. Boniface Germany
11.03.1970 Fr. M. Joseph Dhanaraj Youth Com., Kmu
15.03.1982 Fr.A.Thomas Simonraj St Mary's I.T.I. , Kmu
21.03.1964 Fr. I. Albert Annamangalam
22.03.1948 Fr.A. Antony Joseph Thirumanthurai
22.03.1962 Fr. D. Antony Solomon Ammanpet
23.03.1957 Fr. S. Soosainathan Padalur
26.03.1977 Fr.S.Don Bosco USA
30.03.1968 Fr. M. Dominic Savio Bishop's House, Kmu
31.03.1938 Fr. S. Arulsamy Gabrielpuram

NECROLOGY
02.03.1973 Rev. D. Lourdu Pitchai Kumbakonam
03.03.1980 Rev. A. Sebastian Kokkudi
12.03.2002 Rev. V.J. Kuriakose Perungulam
13.03.2001 Rev. P. Arokiasamy Lourdes Annamangalam
19.03.1934 Rev. Packianathar Kumbakonam
19.03.1937 Rev. N. Savarinathar Michaelpatti
19.03.1978 Rev. Fr. Chinnasamy Kumbakonam
24.03.1948 Rev. Fr. I. Susainathar Kumbakonam
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OUR BELOVED BISHOP SPEAKS
POWER OF SILENT PRAYER

Respected and dear brother-priests, religious and laity,
Let us listen to a Jesuit Father called John Powell. He has written several
books. One of his famous books is "He touched me." In the last pages of
this book, he narrates an incident that took place in his life.
It seems once he had to give a talk to his community on "Devotion to
Jesus today." Suddenly, just before the talk he became very nervous. He
had given in the past several talks. Never  had he been so nervous. He did
not know what was to be done!
Suddenly a fine idea crossed his mind. "Why not I opt for silent prayer?"
There were three speakers in the panel. When the other two speakers
were giving their speeches, Fr John Powell began to pray silently.
In that atmosphere of silence, Jesus began to speak to Fr John Powell.
Jesus told him: "John Powell, you are nervous because you are preparing
yourself for a performance. You want to impress people. You want to hear
from your companions: what a jem we have in our society. Your brothers
do not want you to impress them. They expect from you an act of love."
Fr. John Powell realized that he had spent a lot of his time to impress
people through his performances.
During the presentation of the paper Fr John Powell was very quiet and
calm and told his community: "This is an act of love for you."
The talk he gave was one of the best  ever he had given to his companions.
Through this incident Fr. John Powell would like to tell us: "Dear brothers
and sisters if you are silent, Jesus will speak to you."
Every week St Francis of Assisi who is called "Another Jesus Christ" by
Pope Pius XI used to go to a cave in a place called Portiuncula near Assisi
and remain there in silence. When people asked him: "Why do you spend
a full day in silence?", he used to say: "I have exhausted my love. In
silence God speaks to me and re-charges me with his divine love."
The book of Hab 2: 20 says: "Let all the earth keep silence before
him!" Ps 37: 7 states: "Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for
him."
In Geethanjali (in song number 5) Tagore sings: "I ask for a moment's
indulgence to sit by the side. The works that I have in hand, I will finish
afterwards … Now it is time to sit quiet, face to face with Thee, and to sing
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dedication of life in this silent and overflowing leisure."
We know well when St Paul had some problems in his ministry he did not
go to any human being or to any apostle in Jerusalem but  he went to
Arabia and he stayed there for three years in total silence and listened to
Jesus (Gal 1: 11-18).
During this LENT let us listen to God in silence and come out of the Lenten
Season totally re-charged, refreshed and changed.

Yours affectionately in our Lord,
+ F. Antonisamy,

Bishop of Kumbakonam.

FROM THE DESK OF VICAR GENERAL
1. Clergy Recollection and Chrism Mass - 2012
The annual clergy recollection just before Chrism Mass will take place on
April 02, 2012, Monday after Palm Sunday in the Bishop's House at 10.00. a.m.
The Chrism Mass will be celebrated on the same day at 6.00 p.m. Kindly
take note of the date and the time both for Recollection (during the day) and
Chrism Mass (Evening) and make your programme fixed to participate in
both events.
Recollection preacher: Very Rev. Fr. Dominic Nirmal Kumar, OCD, Pro-
vincial.

TIMETABLE
April 02, 2012 ( Monday)
10.00 a.m. Arrival and coffee
10.30 a.m. Talk I and Reflection
11.30 a.m. Break
11.45 a.m. Talk II
12.45 p.m. Lunch
03.00 p.m. Holy Hour, preparation and Sacrament of Penance
04.15 p.m. Prayer of dedication and Benediction
04.30 p.m. Tea
Chrism Mass in the Cathedral
06.00 p.m. Chrism Mass
08.00. p.m. Dinner
Wish you a very Holy Season of Lent and Happy Easter.

Rev. Msgr. C. Peter Francis
Vicar General.
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FROM THE DESK OF FR. PROCURATOR
Dear Rev. Fathers,

Prayerful greetings of Peace and Joy of the Holy Season of Lent from
Fr. A. Sahayaraj.

01. Since the next financial year is fast approaching, may I request you to
send the BUDGET for the year 2012 - 2013 on or before 15th March
2012.

02. May I request you to get the Budget Papers and the Annual Statements
of Accounts Paper from the Vicar Foranes.

03. Tamil Missal is available. Those who need can get it from the Diocesan
Procurator.

04. May I appreciate your efforts to make a collection for the 'THANE
CYCLONE VICTIMS.'  Many have contributed generously.  Thank you
very much for your generous contribution for the relief fund.

Thank you very much for your love, concern and cooperation.
Very Rev. Fr. A. Sahayaraj.

Diocesan Procurator.
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PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS (Mk 16 : 15)
(Art of Preaching

Most Rev. F. Antonisamy
Bishop of Kumbakonam.

5. How to have an attractive beginning?
5.1 To begin the homily or sermon with a sentence that will summarize the
whole homily or sermon.
5.2 Familiar quote
5.3 Attractive story, incident, etc.
5.4 A meaningful question
5.5 A personal prayer
5.6 A liturgical song
6. How to have an attractive end?
6.1 To end the homily or sermon  with the sentence with which the preacher
began the sermon
6.2 To summarize all that was said in a catchy sentence
6.3 A liturgical song or a prayer
6.5 Challenging question
6.6 Saying of a great personality
7. What are the factors that could beautify a homily or a sermon?
1. Good beginning 2. Good ending 3. Excellent climax 4. Theology 5. Phi-
losophy 6. Moral lessons 7. Practical ways of translating the Word of God
into action  8. Scripture quotations 9. Stories 10. Parables 11. Metaphors 12.
Similes 13. Comparisons 14. Incidents 15. Quotations 16. Riddles 17. Ex-
amples 18.Proverbs 19. Historical events 20. Fables 21. Myths 22. Symbols
23. Analogy 24. Satire 25. Humor 26. Prose 27. Alliteration 28. Poetry 29.
Direct Speech 30. Songs 31. Acting 32. Pictures 33. Photos 34. Slides 35.
Flash cards 36. Audio cassettes 37. Video cassettes 38. Film strips 39.
Dialogue 40. Group discussion, etc.
Story telling is part of our cultural and religious heritage. In Mk 4: 34 we read:
"He did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples."
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     Ours is a religion of joy, so an occasional ripple of laughter can provide
welcome relaxation assuming ofcourse, that the illustration is relevant to
the message.

     Donald Coggan in the Sacrament of the Word writes: "Take a leaf out of
Shakespeare's book.  He knew the wisdom of bringing the fool on the stage
from time to time: the audience needed relief from the pressure of high
drama; laughter would provide it. A touch of humour provided it is relevant to
the subject in hand gives rest, breathing space to the congregation."

    When the preacher uses the above factors, he should never forget that
the message is what matters most and the only value that a beautifying
factor can have is to light up the message.

    Any factor that is made use of should make the message come alive and
above all evoke religious response.

Chapter IV: The preacher at the pulpit

1. What is to be avoided by a preacher during a homily or a sermon?
1.1 As the homily is part of the liturgy, the preacher should avoid beginning
or ending the homily with a sign of the cross.

1.2 As much as possible the preacher must avoid making use of the read-
ings for introducing the mass. The introduction is meant for an immediate
preparation of the people for a short penitential service.

1.3 Beginning a homily or a sermon with a negative note.

1.4 As much as possible the preacher must avoid reading out the homily
from the pulpit. If a preacher feels he must take the text with him, he must
get familiar with the material so that instead of reading it, he can simply
have it present, as an aid to his memory.

1.5 Going beyond the time prescribed.

1.6 Having many endings.

1.7 Using languages which the people don't understand.

1.8 Deafening the people.

1.9 Too many gestures.

1.10 Using "You" forms.
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1.11 Looking at a particular person or a section of people.

1.12 Monotonous voice.

1.13 Mumbling.

1.14 Speaking in a very low voice.

1.15 Shouting at or scolding the people.

1.16 Repetition of words or ideas.

1.17 Contradictory life-style.

1.18 Dropping the voice at the end of the sentences.

1.19 The preacher should avoid the controversial opinions of theologians or
disagreement with the teaching of the church.

1.20 The preacher should avoid preaching two or three mini-homilies.

2. What should the preacher do during a homily or a sermon?
2.1 The preacher's facial expression should correspond to the feelings of
the audience.

2.2 He should never be unduly affected by the disturbances around him.

2.3 It is always good that the preacher does the gospel reading. It may give
him enough opportunity to adjust himself to the microphone.

2.4 He should wait till all are seated or settled.

2.5 Just before starting the homily or sermon the preacher could say a
small prayer to the Holy Spirit.

2.6 As the preacher is delivering the homily or sermon he should carefully
study the reactions of the people. He should stop the homily or sermon
when he notices the following symptoms in the audience.

1. Walking out 2. Yawning 3. Murmuring 4. Sleeping 5. Turning the eyes or
the heads. 6. Looking at each other…

 The preacher could carry on with the homily or a sermon when he notices
the following reactions of the audience.

1. Sensitive listening 2. Vibrant facial expressions 3. Approval expressed
through nodding the heads, weeping and smiling...

To be continued...
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BISHOP’S FUND FOR EDUCATION
MONTH OF FEBRUARY – 2012

S. No.                 Particulars Parishes            Amount
01 Mr. H. Ambrose T. Valavanur 500 - 00
02 St. Joseph's GHSS Kumbakonam 2,000 - 00
03 Fr. M. Kulandairaj U. S. A. 5,000 - 00
04 Fr. A. Cyril Robert U. S. A. 5,000 - 00
05 Canozian Convent Staff Punalvasal 500 - 00
06 Altar Servers Punalvasal 100 - 00
07 Dalit Christian Welfare Association Punalvasal 500 - 00
08 Members of Legion of Mary Punalvasal 100 - 00
09 Mr. Parisutham and Agathal punalvasal 200 - 00
10 Deva Annai Sangam Punalvasal 300 - 00
11 Catholic People and Nattamai - Anaikudi Thirumanur 10,001 - 00
12 Mr. P. Jesudoss - villianallur Thirumanur 100 - 00
13 Mr. Saminathan - Villianallur Thirumanur 100 - 00
14 Mrs. Annammal - Villianallur Thirumanur 100 - 00
15 Mr. A. Aruldoss - Villianallur Thirumanur 100 - 00
16 Mr. S. Rayappan - Villianallur Thirumanur 100 - 00
17 Mr. Jayaraj - Villianallur Thirumanur 50 - 00
18 Mr. Ajai - Villianallur Thirumanur 50 - 00
19 Kolping Annai Mahalir Kuzhu - Vilangudi Thirumanur 400 - 00
20 Catholic People of Vilangudi Thirumanur 200 - 00
21 Members of St. Vincent de Paul Society-Vilangudi Thirumanur 200 - 00
22 N.Preethi Sylvia and Alwin Jose - Vilangudi Thirumanur 100 - 00
23 Mrs. M. Santhosamary - Thiruppeyar Thirumanur 20 - 00
24 Mr. R. Victor - Thiruppeyar Thirumanur 20 - 00
25 Mr. G. Sounderraj - Thiruppeyar Thirumanur 50 - 00
26 Mr. Rethinam - Karaivetti Thirumanur 50 - 00
27 Catholic People of Karaivetti Thirumanur 1,000 - 00
28 A. Inigo and Princy Thirumanur 500 - 00
39 M. Mangaladoss and Jacquline - Senapathi Thirumanur 50 - 00
30 Catholic People of Karaipakkam Thirumanur 600 - 00
31 St. Joseph's College - Campus Ministry Trichy 5,000 - 00

Total 32,991 -00
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Very Rev. Fr. A. Sahayaraj
Procurator

BALANCE SHEET
      Particulars Receipts

Balance on 31.1.2012 2,67,693 – 00
Month of February  2012 32,991 – 00
Total 3,00,684 – 00

E.&.O.E.

SAYINGS ON SILENCE

“We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness.

God is the friend of silence. See how nature - trees, flowers, grass- grows

in silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence...

We need silence to be able to touch souls.”

--Blessed Mother Teresa

Whenever anything disagreeable or displeasing happens to you, remember

Christ crucified and be silent.

--St. John of the Cross
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Bishop’s House, Post Box No. 3, Kumbakonam - 612 001.
E-mail:kumbakonamdiocese@gmail.com

Webpage : www.dioceseofkumbakonam.org.

Experientia docet - Experience is the best teacher

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Holy Week and Summer Ministry:  It is my pleasure to send our

seminarians to you to get enriched in parishes by way of pastoral min-

istry.  If you like to avail the services of our seminarians, please con-

tact me.

Vocation Camp:  Vocation camp for this year will be held in our minor

seminary from 25th to 27th April.  Aspiring students who have com-

pleted 10th, +2 and above can send application with the recommenda-

tion of concerned parish priests.

Thank you for all your wonderful cooperation in the formation of our

seminarians.

Fr. G. Christuraj,

Sacred Heart Seminary,

Kumbakonam.


