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Bishop’s Programme – Dec. 2014

01 MON Visitors' Day (Diocesan and Religious Priests)

04.00 p.m. Special Meeting

06.00 p.m. Eucharistic Procession at Sembodai

02 TUE Visitors' Day (Religious Sisters and Lay People)

05 FRI 10.00 a.m. Meeting of the Diocesan Commission Secretaries,
Kmu

06.00 p.m. Charismatic Convention at Michaelpatti

06 SAT 07.00 p.m. Blessing of the Grotto at Vilagam

07 SUN 08.30 a.m. Mass and Vincent de Paul Silver Jubilee
Celebration at Ayyampet

05.30 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph's Church: Mannargudi

08 MON 06.30 p.m. Feast of Immaculate Conception and Cathedral
Consecration Day, Kmu

09 TUE Pastoral Course at Good Shepherd Seminary,
Coimbatore

10 WED 10.00 a.m. Marriage Mass at Papanasam

12-14 Pastoral Visit at Papanasam

15 MON Visitors' Day (Diocesan and Religious Priests)

16 TUE Visitors' Day (Religious Sisters and Lay People)

17 WED 06.00 p.m. Board Meeting at Sacred Heart Hospital, Kmu

19 FRI 03.00 p.m. Blessing of the New School Building: Kalanivasal,
Thirumanthurai Parish

20 SAT 10.00 a.m. Christmas Celebration Organized by Poondi
Pudhumai Madha B.Ed. College: Helen Keller
School at Cross Road: Jayankondam
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20 SAT 07.00 p.m. Christmas Celebration: Bishop's House, Kmu

21 SUN 09.00 a.m. Greeting the Bishop: Rev. Sisters

03.00 p.m. Christmas Celebration at Beschi Communication
Centre, Kmu

22 MON 05.00 p.m. Christmas Carol, Kmu

23 TUE 09.00 a.m. Lamp Lighting & Christmas Celebration at Sacred
Heart Hospital, Kmu

24 WED 11.45 p.m. Christmas Mass: St. Mary's Cathedral, Kmu

25 THU 07.00 a.m. Christmas Mass: Carmel Ashram, Kmu

27 SAT 08.30 a.m. Confirmation Mass at Michaelpatti

28 SUN 08.15 a.m. Holy Family Feast Mass: St. Mary's Cathedral,
Kmu

31 WED 11.45 p.m. New Year  Mass: St. Mary's Cathedral, Kmu

01.01.2015 January

THU 07.00 a.m. New Year Mass: Carmel Ashram, Kmu

11.30 a.m. Distribution of clothes to the poor, Kmu
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WISH YOU A HAPPY BIRTHDAY
05.12.1946 Most Rev.F.Antonisamy Kumbakonam
05.12.1958 Fr. A. Vincent Kaniyiruppu
05.12.1977 Fr.K.Stephen Michaelraj Vandalai
10.12.1939 Fr. C. Maria Joseph Bethany Home, Kmu
12.12.1960 Fr. M. Francis USA
13.12.1938 Fr. S. Selvaraj Bishop's House, Kmu
13.12.1977 Fr.Maria Joemicks Savio Chennai
16.12.1978 Fr. Benedict Dhiraviam Chhattisgarh
17.12.1975 Fr.V.Sahaya Christuraja Thirumanthurai
19.12.1980 Fr. R.S.Don Bosco Thirukavalur
20.12.1977 Fr.I.Arokia Samy I.T.I. Melaneduvai
21.12.1965 Fr. M. Kulandairaj USA
25.12.1968 Fr. G. Christuraj Thiruvaiyaru
29.12.1975 Fr.Arul Irudayasamy Banglore
29.12.1978 Fr.A.Julian Antonyraj Coimbatore

ORDINATION
04.12.2000 Fr. A. Benjamin Joseph Raj Saleth Madha Shrine
20.12.1968 Fr. A. Savarimuthu Karuppur
20.12.1971 Fr. A. Antoine Kokkudi
21.12.1969 Fr. L. Vincent Viragalur
22.12.1998 Fr. A. Jeyaraj France
22.12.1998 Fr. Francis M. Sebastian Coimbatore
22.12.1998 Fr. A. Arokiasamy Mathur
27.12.1980 Fr. J. John Panneerselvam Michaelpatti

NECROLOGY
05.12.1984 Rev. Maria Arokiam Kumbakonam
08.12.1999 Msgr. S. Antonisamy Ayyampettai
09.12.1938  Rev. M. Ignacinathar Kumbakonam
09.12.1977 Rev. S. Abraham Kumbakonam
14.12.2009 Rev. A. Lourdusamy Kumbakonam
15.12.1980 Rev. Roch Manickam Kumbakonam
19.12.1968 Rev. Augustine David Vadugarpet
26.12.1984 Rev. A. Francis Rexis Kovandakurichy
30.12.1942 Rev. S. Singarayar Kumbakonam



5

What for God is BORN ON EARTH?
Long long ago and far far away, there lived a King who was very
benevolent but also proud. One day he sent for his Prime Minister
and said, "My dear Prime Minister! there is a misgiving that worries
me often and it is this.
As you know, all of us in creation have some definite work or
assignment to perform. A king rules, a soldier fights, a trader trades,
a teacher teaches and a preacher preaches, though, as people they
do other things also.
This is the law of nature. In the same way, even the Creator should
be having a primary function or work. I would like to know about it."
The minister was at a loss for words, as he had never come across
such a question.
Nobody ever knew and no book ever explained what God's work
was. But the minister was a clever man and thought for a while.
Then he said, "My dear sir, your question is very reasonable, and
many times I also face the same query. But my duty is to advise and
assist you on worldly affairs.
This involves spiritual matters and the proper person to answer
you is our guru." Thus saying the minister skillfully shifted the burden
on to the guru.
When the King repeated his question to the guru, the latter became
quite uneasy. It was impossible for a person to know at first hand
God's mind or his work except what the spiritual books said, and
they were very general.
The King wanted a specific answer, and the guru did not want to
invite his anger. So he pleaded for a week's time to reply.
"So be it," said the King, "but I must have a clear answer. The guru
went home and ransacked all the libraries for a week but could not
find any clue.
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At the end of the week, he was sitting under a tree, on the outskirts of
the town, thinking whether to face the King's wrath next morning, or
to run away from the kingdom during the night.
At that time, a shepherd boy who used to look after his sheep was
walking nearby and was surprised to find his spiritual master in low
spirits.
When he enquired about the cause for his worry the guru brushed
him aside saying that he was deeply worried about a highly spiritual
matter.
But the boy was quite insistent and at last the guru related his trouble,
without any hope of solution or solace from the boy.
"My dear master" said the shepherd boy. "Is that all that worries you
so much? Please banish your anxiety and go in peace to the king.
Tell him that, the shepherd boy knows the answer."
On hearing this, the guru was really shocked and surprised that an
illiterate and ignorant shepherd boy knew the answer to a question of
which even the highly educated were unaware.
He begged the boy to give him the answer, but the boy preferred to
meet the King in person. So the guru went home, relaxed and the
next morning, he was at the court, when the King eagerly asked for a
reply.
"My dear King!" said the guru, "I need not have taken so much time
or trouble to give you a reply. However, I would request you to call for
my shepherd boy who will satisfy you."
The surprised King immediately sent for the boy, who promptly
presented himself before the King with his rags.
His appearance was very repulsive to everyone, but the full court
awaited his words with interest.
"Shepherd boy!"said the King. "Do you know the answer to my
question which even my learned scholars, were not aware of. Now
out with whatever you know about it."
The boy paused for a while and said, "My dear sir, before I answer
your query, may I request that proper protocol is observed.
You are a student, as far as this question is concerned and since
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you want to learn. I am a master since I have to give you the knowledge.
Normally the master occupies a higher seat than the student. But it
is not so in this case."
There was an appreciative murmur of assent among all those present
and the King also realized the force of truth in the boy's words.
So after a pause, the King slowly came down from his throne and
allowed the shepherd boy to sit on it, so great was his eagerness to
know the answer.
But the shepherd boy, after ascending the throne was calmly enjoying
his new found dignity and did not speak for a while.
The King became impatient and shouted at the boy, "You fellow!
Where is my answer! What is God's work?"
To the utter shock and complete relief of every one present, the
shepherd boy calmly replied, "What answer?"
Here it is! To push down the haughty and to push up the humble that
is God's work."
God is born on earth to lift the lowly.
Jesus says that he was born to bring good news to the poor. The
poor means the imprisoned, the blind and the oppressed.
Throughout his life Jesus stood by the side of those who were wounted
by sins (Cf. Lk 7:36-50, Lk 19:1-10, Lk 23: 39-43), tortured by
blindness (Cf. Mt 9: 27-31, Lk 14:13, Jn 10:21) and imprisoned by
death (Mk 5:35-43, Lk 7:11-15,    Jn 11:1-44).
Our Blessed Mother says, "The Lord brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly" (Lk 1: 52).
If we really want to honour the Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of the
Most High   (Lk 1:32) we must be willing to participate in the
divine project of raising the lowly, the depressed, the
suppressed, the oppressed and the possessed.
Wishing you a meaningful Christmas celebration and a glorious New
Year 2015,

Yours affectionately in our Lord,
+F. Antonisamy.
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BIRTHDAY WISHES!

Your Excellency,
We the Clergy, Religious and Faithful are indeed

very happy to remember you on your Birthday. Each
birthday is yet another gift and grace of God! On this
great day of joy, we thank and praise the Lord for this
goodness, kindness and benevolence to you! May his
fullness continue to shine upon you according to his plan
and providence, is our wish and prayer!

May the Lord shower upon you his choicest blessings!
May our Blessed Mother Mary
intercede for you!

Vicar General,
Clergy, Religious and Faithful.

FROM THE PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

Dear Rev. Fathers,
Prayerful greetings from Fr. M. Phillip Santiagu.
Please be kind enough to send to the Procurator:
- The Periodicals 2015 Mass Cards on or before 15th

December 2014.
- The Christmas 2014 Mass Cards  on or before 15th

December 2014.
- The Mission Sunday, Holy Childhood and other

Diocesan Collections on or before 15th December
2014.

 Fraternally yours,
Fr. M. Phillip Santhiagu.

Procurator.
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From the desk of the Chancellor

Dear Fathers,

Seasonal greetings from the Chancery.

 I have attached the annual statistical form of the year

2014 along with the news letter. Kindly do the needed

entries and send it back to the Chancery before the month

of February, 2015.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. S. Chinnapparaj,

Chancellor.

PAPAL INTENTION FOR DECEMBER - 2014

General Intention: That the birth of the
Redeemer may bring peace and hope to all
people of good will.

Mission Intention: That parents may be
true evangelizers, passing on to their chil-
dren the precious gift of faith.
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IAS
What is the IAS Examination?

IAS or Inidan Administrative Service examination is
probably one of the toughest examinations to clear in India.  In fact
as per one survey the IAS Exam is the second most difficult
examination, after the French Civil Service Examination, to get
through.   Clearing the IAS Examation is the only way to become a
member of the prestigious Indian Civil Services, of which the IAS
is the most sought after service. The other services you could get
on clearing the IAS Examination include the Indian Police Service
(IPS), IRS, IRTS, IRPS and many more.

Who conducts the IAS Examination?
The IAS Examination is conducted by the Union Public

Service  Commission (UPSC), a Constitutional body set up under
Article 315 of the Indian Constituion.  The UPSC which has head-
quarters at Shahjahan Road in New Delhi issues the notification
for the IAS Examination generally in December every year.

How many Stages are there in the IAS Examination ?
The IAS Examination consists of three stages, which is

what makes it such so tough at the same time the most
prestigious examination in the entire country.  The first stage is the
Preliminary stage popularly known as the Prelims or CSAT.  The
Prelims is held in the month of May every year.  After the recent
changes to the Prelims Syllabus the Optional Subjects for the
Prelims have been done away with and now the Prelims consists
of two compulsory papers of 200 marks each common to all
candidates.
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The second stage is Mains examination. You need to clear
the Preliminary stage to be able to appear for the IAS Mains
examination.  However, the Prelims is only qualifying in nature and
marks obtained in the Preliminary stage are not counted in the
Mains or for purpose of the final rank.

The Mains IAS Examination is conducted by the UPSC
around the end fo October every year and it generally lasts for
20-25 days.  There are some compulsory papers like General
Studies (GS), Essay. English, Indian Language which are
common to all candidates appearing for the Mains.  Apart from
these papers you also have to select two optional subjects from
more than 26 subjects.  In all, the Mains examination is for 2000
marks.  The English and Indian Language papers are of qualifying
nature only.  The marks scored are neither disclosed nor taken
into account for final rank  preparing the  merit list.  But you need to
clear them nonetheless.

The third and final stage of the IAS Examination is the
 Interview stage.  The IAS examination interview is conducted by
the UPSC at its headquarters at Shahjahan Road, New Delhi on
declaration of the Mains results in the second week of March.  The
Interview process generally starts around the end of March and
continues right till the first week of May.  The final results are then
announced two or three days before the Prelims.

The IAS Examination interview is for 300 marks and there
are no minimum qualifying marks.  So the maximum marks in the
IAS Exam comes to 2300 (2000 marks Mains + 300 marks
Interview).  If you want to become an IAS you should aim to obtain
minimum 1260- marks in the IAS examination as the competition
in the IAS exam is quite high and there it is not uncommon to find
three candidates with the same marks.
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Generally,  the last person clearing the civil services exam
obtains around 1100-1150 marks and there are anywhere between
400-1000 vacancies each year.  So the difference in marks
between first ranker and the 200th ranker is not more than 100
marks.  Such is the competition in the IAS exam.

What is the Minimum Qualification for the IAS Exam?
Note the the minimum educational qualification for civil

service examinations is only a gratuate degree under the UGC Act.
There is no maximum educational qualification prescribed for the
IAS examination and plain graduates and PhDs all compete on the
same level.

Educational Eligbility for IAS
Graduate in any discipline from a university recognized by

the University Grants Commission (UGC).

Your can appear for the Prelims even if the final year’s
result is awaited provided you produce it while filling the mains form.

Citizenship Eligibility for IAS
MUST be a Citizen of India

Age Eligibility for IAS
Minimum 21 years of age at the time of filling the Prelims

form and not more than 30 years for General category.

For OBC candidates between 21 and 33 years of age.

For SC/ST candidates between 21 and 35 years of age.

Attempt Elgibility for IAS
For General category students not more than 4 attempts

including prelims.
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For OBC candidates not more than 7 attempts.

For SC/ST candidates no limit on attempts.  Only age limit.

Tools needed for the IAS Exam
As with any exam, the IAS Exam also has its own tools,

books, methods, tips, and strategies to prepare in the shortest
possible time with optimal performance and results.  You will need
the following resources to get going for the IAS Exam :

Books for IAS

Information on IAS coaching

Newspapers and magazines for IAS preparation

Tips from experienced IAS candidates who have either
cleared the IAS exam or at least appeared for the IAS interview

Fortunately, there is a good magazine KALVISURANGAM
to help you with all the above points in your IAS exam preparation.
So get set go IAS!




Dear Rev. Fathers,
Seasonal greetings from Fr. E. Joseph Michaelraj,

Secretary, Liturgy Commission. I am preparing "Panchangam"
for the year 2015-2016. Kindly send me the date of your
parochial feast and the name of your parish patron as early as
possible. It will help me finish the work in time.
Contact No: 9843094310
E-mail: joemic08@gmail.com

Yours in Christ,
Fr. E. Joseph Michaelraj.
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jpUtopghL;> gPlg;g+f;fs; kw;Wk; ,NaRtpd;

fz;kzpfs; ,af;f gzpf;FOf;fs;

22.11.2014 kw;Wk; 23.11.2014 njd;D}h; gq;fpw;Fr;> nrd;W
gPlg;gzpahsh;fSf;F rpwg;G gapw;rpAk;> mth;fSf;nfd
jdpj;jpUg;gypAk; epiwNtw;wg;gl;lJ.

nrayh;
mUs;;gzp.v.N[hrg; ikf;Nfy;uh[;

miyg;Ngrp: 9843094310
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BISHOP’S FUND FOR EDUCATION
MONTH OF NOVEMBER – 2014

 S. No.                 Particulars                         Parishes                             Amount
1. Mr. Mariadoss (€ 150 @    75) Paris 11,250.00
2. Parishioners Ammanpet 500.00
3. Servite Convent Ammanpet 1000.00
4. Gnana Xavier Ammanpet 200.00
5. I.Maria Michael Ammanpet 300.00
6. M. Jesuraj Ammenpet 100.00
7. Fr. M. Stanislaus Musiri 3000.00
8. S. Joseph  Sathiamoorthy Thirumanur 100.00
9. Region of Mary Karaiyavetti, Thirumanur 100.00

10. Parishioners Karaiyavettai, Thirumanur 1000.00
11. Parishioners Balakrishnampatti, Kottaipalayam 500.00
12. G. Arockiamary Sembiakudi, Kulamanickam 100.00
13. Parish Priest Jayankondam 3500.00
14. Well wishers 100.00
15. Parish Priest Ayyampet 2000.00

Total 23,750.00

BALANCE SHEET
 S. No. Particulars Payments Receipts

1 Balance on 31.10.2014 1,17,231.00
2 Month of  Nov. - 2014 23,750.00

Total 1,40,981.00

  E.&.O.E.
Very Rev. Fr. M. Philip Santiagu,

Procurator.
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IMPORTENT EVENTS

Feast Mass : LFHSS, Kmu

Blessing of the renovated
church dedicated to Our Lady

of Fatima at Jayankondam

Blessing of the new chapel at
Balakrishnampatty :

Kottaipalayam.

Celebration of Faith :
Thirumanur Parish
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